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Locally heavy rainfall may ease moisture deficits in parts of western Angola
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1. Poorly distributed 
seasonal rainfall 
since February has led 
to deteriorating ground 
conditions in western Angola.  These long-term 
moisture deficits may negatively impact developing 
crops and pastoral areas.  However, precipitation 
forecasts indicate the potential for locally heavy rainfall 
in the Benguela and Cuanza Sul provinces, which may 
provide some relief to moisture stress in the country.
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1. Heavy and above-average rains during the 
past week have caused the Provence River 
to burst its banks, flooding the Bas Tapion of 
the Petit Goave of southern Haiti, which has 
resulted in the loss of livestock, destroyed 
infrastructure, and affected local people. 
The additional light rains forecast for the 
next outlook period may exacerbate ground 
conditions.

Temperatures
Temperatures from March 29 – April 4 were above 
average across most of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and 
Uzbekistan, with the largest positive anomalies (9 – 12°C) 
across eastern Kazakhstan. Seasonal temperatures 
prevailed across the remainder of the region. During the 
next week, below-normal temperatures are forecast 
for much of Central Asia. Subfreezing temperatures 
are expected across most of Kazakhstan and the higher 
elevations of Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan.

Precipitation
Locally heavy rain (more than 50 mm) fell across 
eastern Afghanistan during the past week. Flooding 
was recently reported along the Amu River in Jawzjan 
province and along the Helmand River across Zabul, 
Urozgan, and Helmand provinces. Drier weather is 
forecast for much of Central Asia during the next 
week with rain and high-elevation snow limited to the 
mountains of northeast Afghanistan and Tajikistan. The 
drier weather is expected to reduce the risk of flooding.
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ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.

Weather Hazards Summary

Africa

A continuation of favorable rainfall received in Ethiopia

In early April, moderate to locally heavy rains were received throughout Ethiopia. The highest precipitation accumulations were 
estimated in the SNNP region, with rainfall totals ranging between 50-100mm, extending into some local areas in the eastern 
Amhara highlands. In eastern Ethiopia, increased rains and moisture was also observed in the eastern Oromia and Somali regions 
of the country. Towards the south, light to moderate rainfall accumulations were also received throughout eastern Kenya and 
in southern Somalia, however much of central Kenya saw little to no rainfall during the past week. In northern Tanzania, well-
distributed amounts of rainfall were received across many bi-modal areas.

Since the beginning of March, much of Ethiopia observed average to above-average rainfall. Although western Ethiopia received 
the greatest positive moisture anomalies, many Belg-producing areas in eastern Amhara and northern Oromia experienced 
average to slightly above-average rainfall during the past month. According to observations from the National Meteorology Agency 
in Ethiopia, only a few local areas in Amhara and southeastern Tigray experienced below-average rainfall less than 75 percent of 
normal during the month of March. 

For the upcoming outlook period, forecasts suggest a continuation of seasonal rains throughout much of Ethiopia. Locally heavy 
rainfall is expected in western Ethiopia, with increased amounts expected to extend further east into the Somalia region and 
northern Somalia. The return of moderate to locally heavy amounts of rainfall is also expected for parts of central Kenya.

Late season dryness develops in the southeast

As the core of precipitation associated with southern Africa monsoon season migrates further north, several areas in southeastern 
Africa have begun to observe a dryness trend near the end of the season. Over the past 30 days, satellite-estimated percent-
of-normal rainfall depicts the center of this anomalous dryness throughout parts of northern Zimbabwe, western and central 
Mozambique and extending into parts of Malawi. Many local areas in this region have experienced less than 25 percent of their 
normal rainfall since mid-March, suggesting an early cessation of the monsoon. However, this late season dryness is reportedly not 
expected to have a negative impact on cropping activities in Mozambique, as much of the moisture received earlier in the season 
is expected to lead to near-normal crop harvests. Precipitation forecasts indicate a continued reduction of rainfall in southeastern 
Africa, with amounts ranging between 10-25mm across Zimbabwe and Mozambique for the upcoming week.

Latin America and the Caribbean

Frontal systems could bring increased rains over northern Central America during the next seven days

During early April, little to no rainfall was observed throughout much of Central America, except parts of northern Honduras 
and the Atlantic Basin of Costa Rica, where moderate rains were recorded. This past week’s total rainfall was near average 
and contributed to the erosion of 30-day rainfall surpluses over southern Guatemala and western Honduras. The dry soil 
conditions, due to the lack of significant rainfall over the past several weeks, have favored forest fires over many local areas of 
the Huehuetenango, Quiché, and Guatemala departments of Guatemala during the past week. Since the beginning of the Apante 
December-April rainy season, Central America has received average to above-average rainfall, particularly in the Caribbean Basin 
of the northern parts of the region due to much above-average rains during December. However, seasonal deficits have been 
observed over the Southern Caribbean.

During the next seven days, the northern coasts of Honduras and interior of Guatemala could receive moderate to locally-heavy 
rains due to the forecast passage of frontal systems. Meanwhile, eastern Nicaragua and the inland of Costa Rica and Panama may 
receive moderate to isolated heavy rains as atmospheric instabilities are expected to move across the region. The forecast rains 
should partially reduce moisture deficits, replenish soil moisture, and help farmers to carry out land preparation and cropping 
activities over many local areas of Central America.
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